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An owner cannot be deprived of any of the essential attributes which belong to the right of property. ! Included within the right 


5 


of property which is constitutionally protected are the rights to acquire,” possess,” hold, enj oy," use, manage,° insure,’ defend 


and protect,” and improve” property, and the right to devote property to any legitimate use. !0 Indeed, the substantial value of 
property lies in its use; if the right of use is denied, the value of the property is annihilated and ownership is rendered a barren 


right. |! The constitutional right to acquire, possess, and protect property is not limited to any particular amount of property. | 
A very important incident of the right of property is the right to dispose of it.!° The right to buy, sell, barter, and exchange 
property is a necessary incident to its ownership and, subject to reasonable regulation, is as much protected by the constitution 


as is the ownership itself: 14 similarly protected is the right to enter into contracts in relation to property. !> However, the right 


to will or inherit property usually has been held not be a constitutionally protected property right. a 
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